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David Cameron, the Prime Minister, has written to the 
National Trust to attempt to reassure its members who are 
campaigning against proposed changes to planning laws.  

Here is the full text of the letter:  

10:00PM BST 20 Sep 2011 

Thank you for your letters of 15 August and 6 September about the Government’s planning 
reforms and the role of planning in addressing concerns about social disruption.  

Let me say at the outset that I absolutely share and admire your commitment to the 
countryside, and wholeheartedly agree that policymakers have an enormous responsibility to 
our environment. Both as Prime Minister, as a rural constituency MP, and as an individual. I 
have always believed that our beautiful British landscape is a national treasure. We should 
cherish and protect it for everyone’s benefit.  

Our reform proposals are intended to simplify the system, strengthen local participation and 
secure sustainable development. I believe that sustainable development has environmental 
and social dimensions as well as an economic dimension, and we fully recognise the need for 
a balance between the three. Indeed, the purpose of the planning system as a whole, and of 
our proposals for it, is to achieve such a balance.  

I am sure you will agree that the current system is far from perfect. It is highly complex, with 
over 3,000 pages of new guidance being issued between 2005 and 2010, and it is clunky to 
operate. Our reforms will streamline this system making it easier for communities to 
influence the decisions that make a difference in their lives. They will increase local 
discretion by giving residents greater choice than ever before, through local and 
neighbourhood plans, to decide the look and feel of the places that they love.  

We must ensure that the planning system supports our objectives for growth and 
employment, as well as building environmental and social capital. That is why we believe the 
presumption is an important part of the new planning guidance.. Where businesses are 
seeking to relocate or expand they should be able to do so. And many of our young people 
find it increasingly difficult to take their first steps to home ownership. This situation is 
unacceptable.  

Of course, we must ensure the appropriate protections for our magnificent countryside. This is why 
our reforms will maintain protections for the green belt, for National Parks and Areas of Outstanding 
National Beauty. It will introduce a new local green space designation which local communities can 
use to protect open places they value. And as you know, the framework insists on high environmental 
standards and good design. Poorly-designed and poorly-located development is in no-one’s interest. 
Our aim is to secure a planning system that supports growth and prosperity and protects the interests 
both of today’s communities and of generations to come.  

Finally, let me address the concerns you have raised about our response to representations from 
shopkeepers and businesses seeking to install shutters to help them protect their livelihood. We must 
ensure that people can feel safe in being able to protect their property. It is absolutely right that we 
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have taken swift action to ensure these applications are given priority in the planning system, while 
recognising the importance of good design to protect the look and character of our high streets.  

I am a big supporter of the National Trust and very happy to have a meeting. My diary is extremely 
packed in the immediate period ahead, but I will try and sort something out. In the meantime, I 
understand that you have met with the Planning Minister, Greg Clark, recently, and that since you 
wrote to me, he has offered further discussions to discuss specific concerns. I would encourage you to 
continue that dialogue.  
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Louise 

Further to your email, I have consulted with my client, who has in turn referred back to his 
shareholders.  They confirm that the legal advice was not sought for public disclosure and therefore 
they are not prepared to release it into the public domain. As a matter of fact the advice did not 
influence the Site Search Exercise (either its methodology or findings).  It was an independent review 
of the approach and findings requested by the shareholders to support their investment in the project.  
The only relevance to the shareholders was the confirmation that: “the process of site selection was 
not flawed or contrary to policy”.  The Site Search Exercise is entirely an AXIS piece of work (for the 
shareholders of Mercia) which is self evident from reading it. In light of the legal review and its 
conclusions, Mercia was entirely guided by the AXIS work. 

Regards 
  
Nick Roberts  
Director 
axis  
  
Camellia House 
76 Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 
SK9 5BB 
  
t:  0844 8700007 
f:  01625 418678 
m:  07811 352842  
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Winner of the National WoW 'Woman in Construction' Award 2010 
RICS Vice President  
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��
Brooke Smith Planning - Chartered Town Planning and Development Consultants,�
The Cloisters, 12 George Rd., Edgbaston, Birmingham, B15 1NP�
Tel 0121 693 8900  Fax 0121 455 6580 Mobile 07885 351000 www.brookesmithplanning.com�
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This email and any attachments are confidential to the intended recipient and may also be privileged. If you are not the intended 
recipient please ensure confidentiality, delete it from your system and notify the sender. The Company has taken every reasonable 
precaution to ensure that any attachment to this email has been swept for viruses. However, liability cannot be accepted for any 
damage sustained as a result of software viruses and you are advised to carry out your own virus checks before opening any 
attachment. Any disclosure, copying, distribution or action taken, or omitted to be taken, by an authorised recipient in reliance upon the 
contents of this email is prohibited.�
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Please be environmentally aware and only print off this e-mail if absolutely necessary. �
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Louise 
Your email raises a number of matters. I am with our Counsel tomorrow and will discuss your 
communication. 
 
Regards 
  
Nick Roberts  
Director 
axis  
  
Camellia House 
76 Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 
SK9 5BB 
  
t:  0844 8700007 
f:  01625 418678 
m:  07811 352842  
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Winner of the National WoW 'Woman in Construction' Award 2010 
RICS Vice President  

��
Brooke Smith Planning - Chartered Town Planning and Development Consultants,�
The Cloisters, 12 George Rd., Edgbaston, Birmingham, B15 1NP�
Tel 0121 693 8900  Fax 0121 455 6580 Mobile 07885 351000 www.brookesmithplanning.com 
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